
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, March 3, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

TRENDING ON TWITTER 
 

If you use Twitter you know there are certain hot topics and personalities about which people 
tweet. They send out text messages composed of 140 characters or less expressing their 
opinions, comments, and views. Other folks who want to say more publish online blogs filled 
with their thoughts and musings and with news and commentary that they want to share with 
the digital world. 
 

Topics that have recently trended on Twitter and on many blogs include the Academy Awards, 
the resignation of Pope Benedict, and the arrest of Oscar Pistorius for murder. 
 

If there were digital sources of news and commentary at the time of Jesus, I am sure the two 
incidents that Jesus speaks about in Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 13:1-9) would have trended to the 
top. The first was the killing of certain people in Galilee at the order of Pilate, the Roman 
Governor. Apparently, Pilate had them killed while they were offering animal sacrifices and 
then had their blood mingled with that of the animals. The second incident was the death of 18 
people in the area of Siloam in Jerusalem. Their lives were suddenly taken as they were crushed 
to death by a falling tower.  
 

Both incidents got people talking. They were hot topics of the day. People were asking if those 
murdered by Pilate and those killed by the tower were in some way deserving of their fate 
because of their sins. The Jews at the time believed that if something bad happened to 
someone, that person must have sinned and what he or she suffered was a deserved 
punishment from God. 
 

But Jesus refuses to get drawn into that debate. Instead, he moves the conversation in another 
direction. He says that both incidents – one of horrible human cruelty and the other a random 
accident – remind us of the fragile nature of life and the uncertainty of our having a tomorrow. 
Since that is the case, we are to use the time we have to turn from sin. If we do not, Jesus says, 
“You will all perish as they did.” Eternal death awaits the sinner. 
 

To emphasize his point, Jesus tells the parable of a fig tree that has produced no fruit within the 
expected time of three years. At the urging of the gardener, the tree is granted one more year 
to bear fruit. If nothing is produced, the tree will be cut down.  
 

This Lent, the Lord grants us another opportunity to turn away from the sin and selfishness that 
infects our life and to bear fruit – to live as those good, generous, forgiving, compassionate 
people that God expects us to be and that we promised to be at our baptism.  
 

This is the only day, the only Lent, we have to do what God expects. The future is not certain for 
any of us. Just ask the victims of Pilate or those killed by the falling tower. Now that is a 
message worth tweeting! 
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